BATTLE OF THE WITS

bridge Monthly Miscellany," he contributed more or less
for two years. In the first number (January 31, 1750), he
has, for example, an imitation of Tibullus's first Elegy,
which may be compared to its disadvantage with the trans-
lation which I have attributed to Fielding; and there is a
suspicion that lie is the " Timothy Beck" who made fun of
Fielding's "Enquiry . . . into the Increase of Bobbers."
At any rate, he appears to have been one of "the comical
fellows" who frequented "the Ship and Anchor near
Temple-Bar." Heavy drinking eventually put an end
to him.

"When "The Covent-G-arden Journal" made its appear-
ance, Thornton conceived the idea of following it week by
week with a threepenny periodical in parody, burlesque, and
abuse of Fielding's style and sentiments. The publication
had as title "Have at You All: or, The Drury-Lane Jour-
nal. By Madam Roxana Termagant," and was addressed
directly to "Sir Alexander Drawcansir, Author of the
Oovent-Q-arden Journal." From its first appearance on
January 16, 1752, it was published regularly every Thurs-
day down to March 26; then the author skipped a week, and
brought his jest to a close on April 9. In all there were
twelve issues, though the last one is numbered thirteen.
"The Drury-Lane Journal" was in no proper sense a news-
paper; it was a series of periodical pamphlets, forming
when complete a book of two hundred and eighty-six pages.
It lived tod thrived on "The Covent-Garden Journal."
Thornton took up one by one Fielding's leaders, purposely
misread them, and ridiculed the ideas which he himself put
into them. He burlesqued the news-items and the adver-
tisements in which Fielding was most concerned, drew a
character sketch of the shifty author from his debut as
Pasquin down to his metamorphosis into Sir Alexander
and "Justice Scribble," and described "the rout, progress,
and defeat" of his forces in the war with Hill and Smollett.
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